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Library name:  National Library of Chile 

Beginning of the construction:  1913

Opening date:  1925

Address:  Alameda 651, Santiago, Chile

Architect:  Gustavo García del Postigo

Total floor area:  16,900 m2

Photo by:  National Library of Chile
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N a t i ona l  L i b ra r y  o f  Ch i l e

Early in 1813, the founding fathers of Chile had the worthy initiative of 
creating a National Library.  During the government of Ramón Luco, 
due to the perseverance of its Director, Carlos Silva Cruz, a new site 
was chosen in order to satisfy the library’s needs. The new building, be-
gun in 1913, enhanced the wide avenue character of the Alameda Ori-
ente and, together with the entrance to the Santa Lucía Hill, contributed 
to extend the Civic Centre features of the Alameda. 

The building was the work of the Chilean architect Gustavo García del 
Postigo and it is part of the academic architecture of the early 20th cen-
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Andrew Cranfield
Chair
IFLA Section for Library Buildings and Equipment     

Most are familiar with Umberto Eco’s fa-

mous novel The Name of the Rose, in which the 

library is seen as the keeper of dangerous knowl-

edge. Books can give insight and enlightenment, 

a state which is certainly not appropriate for all. 

The books and manuscripts of centuries past 

should be preserved for the future, but should not 

necessarily be available to all and sundry. Com-

mon to all the libraries presented in this wonderful 

collection Classical Library Buildings of the World 

is that they strive to preserve and disseminate the 

thoughts and secrets of the world.

Knowledge has always been the raw mate-

rial for the advancement and development of sci-

ence, the arts and social sciences and while it is 

unquestionably the collections themselves that are 

at the heart of the library, the buildings are the 

framework protecting and housing the great col-

lections of the world.
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EDITOR'S NOTE

The library is eternal. The famous Argentin-

ean writer Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986) said “I 

have always imagined that Paradise will be a 

kind of library”. His short novel The Library of 

Babel describes the library as a “ubiquitous” 

world: “The universe (which others call the Li-

brary) is composed of an indefinite and perhaps 

infinite number of hexagonal galleries, with vast 

air shafts between, surrounded by very low rail-

ings. From any of the hexagons one can see, in-

terminably, the upper and lower floors”. Borges 

compares the library to the universe, and the uni-

verse to the library, emphasizing the significance 

and eternal image of the library.

The library is sacred. The new building of 

the Bibliothèque nationale de France is located 
Dr. Wu Jianzhong

Director
Shanghai Library

June 20, 2006

AUDIO Preface.1 Clair De Lune from Suite Bergamasque
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Chopin：Waltz

Grande Valse Brillante in E Flat major, Op.18
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Belgium
City Library of Antwerp

Library name:  City Library of Antwerp

Opening date:  1883

Address:  Hendrik Conscienceplein 4, B-2000 Antwerp, Belgium

Total floor area:  2,353 m2 (Ancient building)

Photo by:  Provided by City Library of Antwerp, Photo by

                Michel Wuyts
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C i t y  L i b ra r y  o f  An twe r p

The City Library of Antwerp has a long history. Its origins date back to 
1481, when Antwerp lawyer Willem Pauwels bequeathed his collection of 
41 books to the city of Antwerp. After receiving this gift it was some 25 
years before the first official library was established in the city hall in 1505. 
It was only 300 years later, however, that the reading room of this library 
was opened to the public. In 1865 the Volksbibliotheek (Library of the Peo-
ple) was founded, still dependent on the City Library but with a separate col-
lection and the possibility to borrow books.

In order to better house the fast-growing collection, the city bought what 
was known as the Sodaliteit in 1879, a historic building that once belonged 
to the Jesuit monastery situated on the Jesuit Square, today known as the 
Hendrik Conscienceplein. At the inauguration of the new library in 1883, 

AUDIO 1.1 Chopin, Nocturne No.4 in F major Op.15 No.1
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CHINA
2
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China
Tianyi Ge Library

Library name:  Tianyi Ge Library

Beginning of the construction:  1561 

Address:  10, Tianyi Street, Ningbo, China

Total floor area:  572 m2

Photo by:  Tianyi Ge Museum

http://www.tianyige.com.cn
http://www.tianyige.com.cn


GALLERY 2.1 Tianyi Ge Library

T i any i  Ge  L i b ra r y

Tianyi Ge Library is China’s existing private library with the longest history, and one of 
the existing earliest private libraries in the world. It was built between 1561 and 1566, as 
the library of Fan Qin, head of the Ministry of National Defense in the Min dynasty. In 
1994, it was turned into a museum. The Tianyi Ge museum is a special museum centered 
on Tianyi Ge and specialized in book collection culture. 

The main body of Tianyi Ge is Baoshu Lou, which is a building with double eaves and 
gable roofs. It has a unique layout different from the traditional form, which divides the 
space in odd numbers. So it is divided into six Kaijian (section, the standard width of a 
room in an old-style house, about the length of a purlin), with five standard sections and 

AUDIO 2.1 Chopin, Nocturne No.7 in C sharp minor 
Op.27 No.1
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China
Bibliotheca Zi-Ka-Wei

Library name:  Bibliotheca Zi-Ka-Wei of the Shanghai Library

Beginning of the construction:  1867 (Southern Building), 	 	

	 	                                1896 (Northern Building)

Address:  80, Caoxi Road (N), Shanghai, China

Total floor area:  3,700 m2

Photo by:  Shanghai Library

Search Wikipedia

http://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibliotheca_Zi-Ka-Wei
http://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibliotheca_Zi-Ka-Wei


GALLERY 2.2 Bibliotheca Zi-Ka-Wei of the Shanghai Library
B i b l i o t he ca  Z i - Ka -We i

Renovated according to its original European style 
and completed at the end of the year 2002, Biblio-
theca Zi-Ka-Wei has a total floor space of 3,700 
square meters. It was founded in 1847 as a part of 
the Jesuit Missionary Complex at the village of Xujia-
hui to the southwest of Shanghai and developed over 
the next 100 years to become a scholarly repository. 
In the late 1980s, it was closed to make way for the 
construction of Shanghai’s first metro line. 

The renovated Bibliotheca now consists of two build-
ings. One is a 4-storey building in the western style, 
originally a residence for the Society of Jesus built be-
tween 1867 and 1868, and rebuilt in 1931. It is also 
called ‘the Southern building’ for it is located on the 
south. The other building was set up between 1896 
and 1897, a 2-storey house, with the first floor de-
signed in the Chinese style originally for Chinese local 
records, and the second floor planned in European 
style for the collection in Western languages. The Bibli-
otheca was incorporated into the Shanghai Library in 
1956. 

 The main entrance of the Southern building is a 
European-style arch. The balcony outside the reading 
room leads the way to the second floor of the North-
ern building, storing religious books. The second floor 
is for Western collections and follows the layout of the 
Vatican Bibliotheca. The bookcases throughout the 
stack room stretch from floor to ceiling and are sepa-
rated into upper and lower levels by cloisters. The up-
per level is reached by climbing one of the three lad-

AUDIO 2.2 Chopin, Nocturne No.8 in D flat major Op.27 No.2
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